
WINTER  2019

 newsletter

70
90

 C
ov

en
an

t W
oo

ds
 D

ri
ve

M
ec

ha
ni

cs
vi

lle
, V

A
 2

31
11

Back Pond Cleaning Project 
is Underway

Phase 2 of the back pond 
improvement project will 

soon be underway, adding a solar-
powered aeration system that will 
help increase the flow of the water 
and promote cleaning.

The second phase comes on the 
heels of Phase 1, which introduced 
floating wetlands designed to clean 
the pond. 

The back pond is known as a 
“run-off” pond, or a “pond with a 
purpose.” It helps prevent flooding 
at Covenant Woods and in the 
surrounding neighborhood. The 
pond itself operates as a cleaning 

Covenant Woods to 
participate in "Grasses 
for the Masses" program.
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January
 New Year's Day

 Covenant Woods acquires Advance Care LLC

 Caring Transitions "What's it Worth"

 Annual Service Awards

 Resident Town Hall

 Medical deduction letters go out

 Residents' new internet system expected to be up and running

February

 Covenant Society Lunch

 Givens Scholarship Application Due

 Valentine's Wine Dinner: Francis Ford Coppola Wines 

 Valentine's Day

 Bon Secours Interfaith Program

March

 Givens Scholarship Awards Brunch

 

Covenant Woods residents 
have been enjoying the 

delicious food and beautiful 
events provided by the on-site 
catering team for years; now the 
surrounding community has the 
opportunity to do the same.   

The team will provide the greater 
Hanover community access to 
higher-end catering and dining 
venues, opening the doors to 
those who may be interested in 
hosting an event on-site in one of 
the many Covenant Woods spaces, 
as well as taking catering to spaces 
off-site.  

Covenant Woods’ culinary team 
will cater at your venue, business 
or home.  The program has had 
a strong start,  already hosting 

Covenant Woods Expands 
Catering Offerings

system to help purify the water 
before it heads out to the rivers 
and ultimately into the Chesapeake 
Bay.

“Residents will be able to see a 
difference in the pond after the 
new system is in,” director of 
facilities Bill Jefferson said. “This is 
a cutting-edge, eco-friendly way to 
keep the water clean and flowing.”

"This is a cutting-edge, 
eco-friendly way to 
keep the water clean 
and flowing."

several non-profit and business 
retreats, dinners, conferences, 
and even a wedding. 

As Covenant Woods launches 
into this journey it is important 
for our customers and clients to 
know that our catering team has 
decades of experience to make 
events amazing.  

Executive Chef Ron Smith comes 
to us from the Sanderling, Boars 
Head and Kingsmill Resorts and 
allows us to have a competitive 
edge and exceed expectations.  
Covenant Woods Catering 
Coordinator, Sara Schassberger, 
ensures every detail is discussed 
and managed through planning 
and execution of the event. 
Additional support by an 
experienced leadership team 
helps put the finishing touches on 
each event.
 

Covenant Woods has spaces 
to accommodate groups from 
8 to 180 guests.
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Chief Financial Officer Erik 
Mauritsen noted, “Annual revenues 
for Advance Care approximate 
$3.8 million. They currently have 
54 employees, all of which are 
expected to remain in place post-
transition. They will also retain 
its name and will operate as a 
subsidiary of Covenant Woods, 
under the obligated group.”

“Our acquisition of Advance Care 
not only broadens Covenant 
Woods’ service capability but also 
positions us to remain strong 
in an increasingly competitive 
market and expands upon our core 
mission, enabling Covenant Woods 
to reach beyond our campus and 
touch more people in a positive 
and meaningful way.  It begins 
an exciting new chapter in our 
rich 136 year history and will 
help position Covenant Woods 
for continued success,” Covenant 
Woods President and CEO John 
Dwyer said.    

The Covenant Woods Board of 
Directors approved a plan in 

October to acquire Advance Care 
LLC, a Medicare-certified, Joint 
Commission-Accredited home 
health agency headquartered in 
Midlothian, Virginia.

Advanced Care, LLC provides 
skilled care, therapy and home 
care solutions tailored to meet the 
unique needs of each individual. 
They create care plans organized by 
their staff under the direction of 
the patient’s physician. 

Lisa Stroud, owner of Advanced 
Care LLC stated, “Our ultimate goal 
is to provide direct and easy access 
for the patient. We are dedicated to 
bringing the level of care that will 
enable the patient to manage their 
health to the fullest right in the 
comfort of their home.”

Advance Care LLC has operated 
since 2006 and offers a wide 
range of skilled services to meet 
the needs of individuals in their 
homes, including skilled nursing, 
physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, and speech therapy. 

During Lent this year, Covenant 
Woods will be raising 

funds dedicated to making key 
improvements to spiritual care 
services. 

Beginning February 26 and ending 
on Easter Sunday, residents, 
families and friends of the 
community will be asked donate 
money for the  purchase of new 
large-print hymnals used for vesper 
services, Bible studies, hymn sings, 
outdoor prayer services, blessings 
of the animals, and support groups. 

In addition, money raised will be 
used to purchase a new altar for 
The Commons at The Lodge, where 
most memorial services are held. 
Once these needs are met, funds 
raised will go to support other 
spiritual care objectives, including 
the chaplain intern program.

Lenten Appeal to Fund New 
Altar and Hymnals

Covenant Woods Acquires 
Advance Care LLC
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The project to vastly improve 
internet capabilities for 

Covenant Woods residents will 
continue this winter, paving the way 
for more efficient access to popular 
streaming content. 

Soon, every residence will have 
its own wireless network so that 
residents can connect to the 
internet on any of their devices 
from anywhere on campus. 

Covenant Woods to Help 
Residents Stream Content

With the recent launch of new 
streaming services by Disney and 
Apple, and others in the works 
from networks such as HBO and 
NBC, premier television and movie 
programming is increasingly found 
online. 

The final phase of the improvement 
project, to greatly speed up the 
internet in order to accommodate 
streaming capabilities, will take 
place at the end of January.

This is a wonderful opportunity 
to honor or remember a loved 
one. A $75 donation will be 
acknowledged with a dedication 
page in a hymnal in honor/
memory of an individual. A $150 
donation toward the altar will 
provide recognition for the donor, 
or the person the donor wishes 
to honor, on a plaque in The 
Commons.

Covenant Woods residents will 
soon have a front-row seat to 

a program that helps restore the 
health of the Chesapeake Bay and 
Virginia’s rivers.

With guidance from Meredeth Dash 
at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
a “Grasses for the Masses” kit will 
be installed at The Link to help 
grow wild celery -- an underwater 
plant -- from seed pods.

Residents will be able to come by 
and check on the grasses to watch 

Covenant Woods to Participate in 
“Grasses for the Masses” Program

the progress and make sure the 
water level stays high enough.

The growing period will last from 
January to May or June, when 
the grasses will be planted in 
one of the two regional locations 
participating in the program. 

There, the wild celery will do its 
job to benefit the health of the 
Bay and all the animals and other 
plants around it in the water.

Q: What is “Wild Celery”?

A: Scientifically called Vallisneria americana, it's a 
bay grass with long, ribbon-like leaves that have a light 
green stripe running down the center.

“We are dedicated to 
bringing the level of 
care that will enable 
the patient to manage 
their health to the 
fullest in the comfort 
of their own home.”

Enjoy a front-row seat to a 
program that helps restore 
the health of the Chesapeake 
Bay and Virginia's rivers.

The final phase of the 
internet improvement 
project will take place at the 
end of January.

Please consider 
supporting the 
spiritual care program 
at Covenant Woods 
with your gift to the 
Lenten Appeal.

Money raised will be used to purchase a 
new altar for The Commons at The Lodge.


