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A quick note
We appreciate your understanding as this publication was created 
during COVID-19 regulations, in-house programs are subject to 
change and are currently closed to non-residents. 

You are invited to join our email list to stay up to date with what 
is happening around campus by contacting Brandon Newlon at 
Brandon.Newlon@covenantwoods.com or 804-569-4281. Email 
updates will be sent as programs open to the public.

Enrich your life. Try learning something 
new or enjoy these virtual programs. 

 Follow us on Facebook or 
YouTube to stay up-to-date with 
campus happenings:     

facebook.com/CovenantWoods

youtube.com/CovenantWoodsVa

 Lifelong Learning
The Great Courses offers topics 
from finance to fine arts, 
history to literature, philosophy, 
religion, and science.  Peruse 
their offerings to find a course 
that fits your interest, budget 
and more (fees apply): 

www.thegreatcourses.com

 Learn a Foreign Language
Duolingo is a free and popular 
online language-learning 
platform. Choose from dozens 
of languages where learning is 
designed to feel like a game:

www.duolingo.com

 Broadway Subscriptions 
Stream Broadway musicals and 
plays (fees apply):

www.broadwayhd.com 



Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (VMFA)
Treasures of Ancient Egypt: Sunken Cities
July 4, 2020 thru January 18, 2021
Dive into one of the most astonishing underwater discoveries of 
all time. VMFA presents a once-in-a-lifetime chance to see the 
recovered treasures of two powerful Egyptian cities that sank into 
the Mediterranean 1,200 years ago after cataclysmic events. 

 Reserve your spot at www.vmfa.museum or call 804-340-1400.

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden
Dominion Energy GardenFest of Lights
November 20, 2020 thru January 4, 2021
Dominion Energy GardenFest of Lights is a holiday tradition 
featuring lights, decorations and more. The region’s ultimate holiday 
extravaganza! This is a “rain or shine” event; only closed for extreme 
weather. Tickets are required for entry. 

 Reserve your tickets at www.lewisginter.org  or call 804-262-9887.

Around Town
THINGS TO DO



October

Speakers & Performers

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods’ residents. 

Discover the historical richness of Petersburg with 
local author and historian Libby McNamee! Libby will provide facts, 
photos, and insights to three major sites, including: Blandford 
Church which boasts fifteen Tiffany windows representing 
Southern states, Centre Hill Mansion built by a veteran of the 
Revolutionary War and famously portrayed in the films Harriett 
and Lincoln, and Battersea Plantation built by Col. John Banister, 
Petersburg’s first Mayor, Revolutionary Officer, Congressman and 
signer of the Articles of Confederation.

“Historic Sites in Petersburg” 
PRESENTED BY LIBBY MCNAMEE

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 5TH

Clay Mottley is an award-winning singer/songwriter 
and multi-instrumentalist who performs originals 
as well as new takes on old favorites. He currently 
performs locally, as well as tours nationally with rising 
country music star Tony Jackson. You don’t want to 
miss his much-anticipated Covenant Woods debut!

“Music from a Multi-Instrumentalist”
PERFORMED BY CLAY MOTTLEY

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 12TH



Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods’ residents. 

Legendary award-winning 
songwriter Richard Leigh has 
written 14 Top Ten hits and nine 
#1 singles for some of the most 
recognizable names in country and 
pop music. Compositions recorded 
by Ray Charles, Reba McEntire, 
Don Williams, Ronnie Milsap, and 
hundreds of others, earned him 

induction into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame. He is one 
of only ten people in history to received BMI’s Song of the Century 
Award. The distinction came for writing one of the most played 
songs of the 20th-century, the Grammy, CMA, and ACM award-
winning “Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue” recorded by Crystal 
Gayle. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to see one of the greatest 
songwriters of our time perform hits from his four-decade career.

This program was made possible thanks to a generous donation to the 
Holmes Community Fund by Dodie Rossell as a gift of music to the 
community. Donations to the Holmes Fund makes it possible to bring a 
wide variety of artists to Covenant Woods. 

“A Night with Nashville’s Finest Songwriter” 
PERFORMED BY RICHARD LEIGH

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 26TH

Within the James River Park, opportunities abound 
for hiking, photography, cycling, fishing, kayaking, 
birdwatching and more! Hear from a park educator about various 
activities, native plants, and plentiful wildlife waiting just a short 
drive from the Covenant Woods campus.

“Park it Here!” 
PRESENTED BY JAMES RIVER PARK SYSTEM

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 19TH



Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods’ residents. 

November

Dovetail Ministries is Richmond-based 
and is comprised of several programs, one 
of which is the Christian-based Ballroom 
Dance Leadership program for teens called 
That Dance Thing (TDT). This year is the 
24th year of its existence. After a brief 
presentation from the program’s creators 
Connie and Mike Huffine, the 
TDT Exhibition Team will provide a demonstration of the skills they 
have learned through the program. 

This program was made possible thanks to the sponsorship of Covenant 
Woods’ Raymond T. Holmes, Jr. Community Services Fund.

“That Dance Thing”  
PERFORMED BY DOVETAIL MINISTRIES 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 2ND 

Back for their much-anticipated annual visit, 
the Henrico Concert Band will perform a 
variety of musical genres with an emphasis 
on patriotic music for Veterans Day. Veterans 
from all branches of the armed forces 
are encouraged to attend so that we can 
acknowledge your sacrificial service.

“Veterans Day Concert”  
PERFORMED BY HENRICO CONCERT BAND

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 9TH 



Join Colleen Earp, geologist and Associate Director of Outdoor 
Ministry at Camp Hanover, and environmentalist Andy Lacatell 
for an informative presentation regarding today’s environmental 
issues, the challenges they present and what is being done 
to face them. How can we make the planet a better place for 
living, working, and playing? This lecture will examine practical 
applications and personal lifestyle choices through a spiritual lens.  

“Environmental Talk” 
PRESENTED BY COLLEEN EARP AND ANDY LACATELL

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 16TH

With a full display of Civil War artifacts, Ken Chandler will 
educate and entertain us as we learn about the life of the 
common soldier. From a demonstration of the use of flags 
and drum signals on the battlefield to life in the camps: 
including food, music, games and personal entertainment, 
our soldier presents a complete picture of the average 
enlisted man in the Civil War. Add to this a healthy dose of 
humor and you have a program you will long remember.

“Life of the Civil War Soldier” 
PRESENTED BY RICHMOND DISCOVERIES

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 23RD

An abounding love of sharing and making music with others 
brought Main Street Station together in 2013. The 12-member 
coed a cappella group will put a unique spin on classic holiday songs 
to send us joyfully into the Christmas season.

“Holiday Favorites” 
PERFORMED BY MAIN STREET STATION

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 30TH

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods’ residents. 



Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods’ residents.  

December

Our friends and neighbors in the Covenant 
Woods Chorus & Creaky Crooners will conclude 
their fall semester with a performance of 
seasonal favorites. The mixed choir is directed 
by Sarah Williams and accompanied by Susan 
Riddell. The all-male glee club is directed by 
Richard Haas and accompanied by Sarah 
Williams. 

“Christmas Concert”
PERFORMED BY COVENANT WOODS CHORUS 
AND THE CREAKY CROONERS

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 14TH

Dr. Jim is a minister at Corinth 
United Methodist Church in 
Goochland and a member of the 
Virginia Storytelling Alliance and 
the National Storytelling Network. 
Join him as he shares a story that 
stretched from before the first 
Christmas to today, a story of family 
and faith. 

“The Christmas Story” 
PRESENTED BY DR.  J IM LAVENDER

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 21ST



Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods’ residents. 

2020 has been one wild year. Let’s pay 
it adieu with one of our favorite lead 
singers, Kent Alley, and his classic 
rock band Last Call! The 4-piece band 
consists of Kent on vocals and rhythm 
guitar, Chris Legnaioli on bass and 
vocals, Mike Guza on lead guitar and 
vocals, and Paul Hammond on drums 
and vocals. They will entertain with 
hits from The Beatles, Van Morrison, 
The Eagles, The Allman Brothers, and 
many more. 

“Rockin’ into the New Year” 
PERFORMED BY LAST CALL

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 28TH

First Edition: A Taste of 
Covenant Woods Cookbook

Order yours today! 
$17.50 each + $3.50 for shipping

Call Sherry Halphen at 
804-569-4282 or email 

sherry.halphen@covenantwoods.com

Covenant Woods Virtual 
Christmas Market

Week of November 9-13
Find out more details on 

Facebook.



5TH
12TH
19TH 
26TH 

At a Glance
EVENTS

October
“Historic Sites in Petersburg” presented by Libby McNamee
“Music from a Multi-Instrumentalist” performed by Clay Mottley
“Park it Here!” presented by James River Park System
“A Night with Nashville’s Finest Songwriter” performed by Richard 
Leigh - Holmes Fund Program

2ND

9TH
16TH
23RD
30TH

November
“That Dance Thing” performed by Dovetail Ministries - Holmes
     Fund Program
“Veterans Day Concert” performed by Henrico Concert Band
“Environmental Talk” presented by Colleen Earp and Andy Lacatell
“Life of the Civil War Soldier” presented by Richmond Discoveries
“Holiday Favorites” performed by Main Street Station

14TH

21ST
28TH

December
“Christmas Concert” performed by Covenant Woods Chorus 
and the Creaky Crooners
“The Christmas Story” presented by Dr. Jim Lavender
“Rockin’ into the New Year” performed by Last Call

We appreciate your understanding as this publication was created during COVID-19 regulations, 
in-house programs are subject to change and are currently closed to non-residents. You are 
invited to join our email list to stay up to date with what is happening around campus by 
contacting Brandon Newlon at Brandon.Newlon@covenantwoods.com or 804-569-4281. Email 
updates will be sent as programs open to the public.
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