
Cultural & 
Recreational 

Program
2021  VOLUME I 

JANUARY TO MARCH





A quick note
We appreciate your understanding as this publication was created 
during COVID-19 regulations, in-house programs are subject to 
change and are currently closed to non-residents.

You are invited to join our email list to stay up-to-date with what 
is happening around campus by contacting Brandon Newlon at 
Brandon.Newlon@covenantwoods.com or 804-569-4281. Email 
updates will be sent as programs open to the public.

The Valentine Museum 
Ain’t Misbehavin’: 1920s Richmond 
Now - March 21st, 2021 
In honor of the 100th anniversary of the Roaring Twenties, the 
Valentine presents, Ain’t Misbehavin’: 1920s Richmond, an exhibition 
of costume, textiles, art, and artifacts in the Nathalie L. Klaus and 
Reynolds Family Galleries. The 1920s are remembered as a decade 
that “roared” with change. Some of the changes in America during the 
1920s included urban expansion, equal suffrage, social integration, 
jazz music, fast dancing, and short hemlines. 

 Reserve your tickets at www.thevalentine.org or call (804) 649-0711.

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (VMFA)
Virginia Arcadia: The Natural Bridge in American Art
February 6th, 2021 – August 1st, 2021 
Explore the artistic legacy of an iconic natural wonder. The Natural 
Bridge is the Shenandoah Valley’s breathtaking centerpiece. This 
free exhibit examines its image in paintings, prints, decorative arts, 
photography, and more. Featured artists include Frederic Church, 
David Johnson, Edward Hicks, and many others.

 Learn more about this exhibit by visiting www.vmfa.museum or call 
(804) 340-1400.

Around TownTHINGS TO DO



Speakers 
& Performers

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in 
The Commons. Programs are subject to change and are 

currently only open to Covenant Woods residents. 



January

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods residents. 

In 2018, Jonathan Ward partnered with NASA’s 
launch director, Mike Leinbach, to write Bringing 
Columbia Home, the definitive story of the accident, 
recovery, and reconstruction of the space shuttle Columbia. He 
will give us an inside view of the accident and recovery, sharing the 
deeply personal stories that emerged as NASA employees looked 
for lost colleagues and searchers overcame immense challenges 
to accomplish the impossible. He’ll also discuss the fascinating 
forensics effort that enabled NASA to determine the cause of the 
accident and return the shuttle fleet to flight two years later. 

Bringing Columbia Home: 
The Untold Story of a Lost 
Space Shuttle and Her Crew 
PRESENTED BY JONATHAN WARD

MONDAY,  JANUARY 4TH

Debra Wagoner, a Richmond based actress and 
singer known for various roles, most recently 
the title role in Always, Patsy Cline, will sing a 
variety of entertaining songs accompanied by the 
very talented Anthony Smith. Get ready to hear 
everything from Broadway hits, to old country 
classics, and possibly leave humming a tune. 

An Evening of Song 
PERFORMED BY DEBRA WAGONER,  MUSIC 
DIRECTION BY ANTHONY SMITH

MONDAY,  JANUARY 11TH



Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods residents. 

In February 2021, the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts will open a new exhibition 
that examines one of the state’s most 
iconic landscapes, the Natural Bridge. Join 
exhibition curator Christopher C. Oliver as he 
previews the painting, drawing, printmaking, 
and photography that were inspired by the 
215-foot-tall arch that sits near Lexington, 
Virginia. This exhibition is the first 

comprehensive study of this important site and brings together 
major works of art by artists including Frederic Church, Edward 
Hicks, and David Johnson.

Virginia Arcadia: The Natural Bridge 
in American Art
PRESENTED BY CHRISTOPHER C.  OLIVER

MONDAY,  JANUARY 18TH

This talented duo makes up one half 
of the good time band, The Jangling 
Reinharts, featured performers for 
Covenant Woods’ Best of Britain 
Party in 2019. Many residents called 
their show one of the best to ever 
grace our stage! They are back by 
popular demand with a fun set of 
well-known songs from the past. 

Foot Tapping Fun 
PERFORMED BY LITTLE KNOWN LEGENDS

MONDAY,  JANUARY 25TH



February

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods residents. 

Cooking with locally sourced produce 
and ingredients is a great way to 
expand your taste buds and nutritional 
intake. Watch as the Covenant 
Woods community farmer and chef 
demonstrate how the “Farm-to-Table” 
program promotes healthy living.

  Visit covenantwoods.com/events

Ingredients for a Healthier Life —  
Virtual Program  
PRESENTED BY THE COVENANT WOODS DINING TEAM

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 1ST

Hear Fredericksburg-based singer Wyatt Michael 
croon the timeless tunes of Frank Sinatra, 
Bobby Darin, Nat “King” Cole, and more! The 
history and emotion present in classic jazz is 
of paramount importance to Wyatt. He always 
strives to recreate the passion, emotion, and 
dedication to the craft of musicianship that was 
present in the golden age of music and honor the 
legacy of musical giants that came before him.

Honoring the Great Crooners  
PERFORMED BY WYATT MICHAEL

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 8TH



Don’t miss this preview of Virginia Opera’s 
upcoming performance of a work that is 
more than a great opera; it’s one of the great 
works of art in mankind’s history. Dr. Glenn 
Winters will demonstrate how Mozart’s music 
makes the characters of The Marriage of Figaro 
come alive as complex, believable characters. 

Recommended for opera-lovers and opera beginners alike.

Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro: 
Happy Ending? 
PRESENTED BY DR.  GLENN WINTERS

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 15TH

The John Marshall High School Cadet 
Corps Alumni Band is made up of 
graduates from John Marshall High 
School of Richmond. All were in the 
Cadet Corps Band and represent 
graduation classes from the 1940s-1960s. They will play a musical 
mix of marches, showtunes, and familiar favorites for this return to 
the Covenant Woods stage.

Musical Reunion
PERFORMED BY JOHN 
MARSHALL ALUMNI BAND

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 22ND

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods residents. 



March

Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods residents.  

If there were a magic pill that would improve your 
memory, would you take it? Fortunately, you don’t 
need to. This fun and interactive session by, author and 
communications professional Paul Mellor, rids your poor memory 
from forgotten names, misplaced glasses and statements such as, 
“I know it’s here somewhere,” to a mind that’s efficient and reliable. 
This program dispels the myth that memory can’t be improved. It 
can; easily and effectively. You’ll learn techniques on organizing your 
thoughts, remembering names and faces, and overcoming absent-
mindedness. When you’re skilled in memory, all your other skills get 
better. You can improve your memory. This program shows you how.

Memory Power
PRESENTED BY PAUL MELLOR

MONDAY,  MARCH 1ST

Ninja Strings is a collective of professional string players based in 
Richmond. Several have played with the Richmond and Virginia 
Symphonies as well as the Virginia Opera. They have a large and 
varied repertoire that encompasses classical, jazz, rock, folk, 
bluegrass, and techno. They look forward to sharing their love of 
music with the Covenant Woods community.

String Serenade
PERFORMED BY NINJA STRINGS

MONDAY,  MARCH 8TH



Evening programs are held from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M in The Commons. 
Programs are subject to change and are currently only open to Covenant Woods residents. 

A novelty in 1914, the military aircraft evolved into 
an essential weapon of war by the time the guns of 
the First World War fell silent. How best to exploit 
and develop the role of the combat aircraft became 
the biggest challenge of the next two decades. In the 
United States, this took the form of daring deeds in the cockpit, budget 
battles in the halls of Congress, and the clash of titanic personalities. By 
the time the Second World War began, these events laid the framework 
for what would become the most powerful Air Force in the World.

Yellow Wings and Pickle Barrels: How the 
US Army Air Corps Readied for the Next War
PRESENTED BY MICHAEL J .  THOMAS

MONDAY,  MARCH 15TH

Mechanicsville resident Chad Hulsey is a local 
musician who specializes in traditional country, 
southern and classic rock, Americana, and folk 
music. Over the past decade, he has honed his craft 
on stages throughout Central Virginia. His diverse 
musical mix is guaranteed to have you singing and 
clapping along.

Country, Rock, and Americana
PERFORMED BY CHAD HULSEY

MONDAY,  MARCH 22ND

Join wildlife rehabber Karen Brace for an informative 
presentation about our unique feathered friend, the bluebird. 
Learn about their dietary habits, nest building, natural design, 
and distinctive characteristics. As they start to build nests around 
campus, this presentation will give us a fuller understanding and a 
newfound appreciation for our beautifully feathered neighbors. 

Bluebirds
PRESENTED BY KAREN BRACE

MONDAY,  MARCH 29TH



4TH

11TH

18TH

25TH 

At a Glance
EVENTS

January
Bringing Columbia Home: The Untold Story of a Lost Space 
Shuttle and Her Crew presented by Jonathan Ward
An Evening of Song performed by Debra Wagoner, music       
direction by Anthony Smith
Virginia Arcadia: The Natural Bridge in American Art   
presented by Christopher C. Oliver
Foot Tapping Fun performed by Little Known Legends

1ST

8TH
15TH

22ND

February
Ingredients for a Healthier Life — Virtual Program 
presented by the Covenant Woods Dining Team
Honoring the Great Crooners performed by Wyatt Michael
Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro: Happy Ending? presented by 
Dr. Glenn Winters
Musical Reunion performed by John Marshall Alumni Band

1ST
8TH

15TH

22ND
29TH

March
Memory Power presented by Paul Mellor
String Serenade performed by Ninja Strings
Yellow Wings and Pickle Barrels: How the US Army Air Corps 
Readied for the Next War presented by Michael J. Thomas
Country, Rock, and Americana performed by Chad Hulsey
Bluebirds presented by Karen Brace

We appreciate your understanding as this publication was created during COVID-19 regulations, 
in-house programs are subject to change and are currently closed to non-residents. You are 
invited to join our email list to stay up to date with what is happening around campus by 
contacting Brandon Newlon at Brandon.Newlon@covenantwoods.com or 804-569-4281. Email 
updates will be sent as programs open to the public.
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